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Dance for Dance’s Sake
Bharatanatyam exponent Navtej Johar has collaborated with a German
choreographer for LIVE —a performance with no meaning or storyline

PALLAVI PUNDIR

+ THERE s a flurry of activity on
the stage —with music, dance,
some nonsensical dialogues
and a slow-motion tennis game.
The stage itself has been made
like a big linoleum tennis court.
This is a parallel dance world

" created by Indian choreographer
and Bharatanatyam exponent
Navtej Singh Johar in collabora-
tion with German choreographer
Ben JRiepe.

The activities will coalesce into
LIVE, acontemporary perform-
ance piece meantto deflect conven-
tional notions of a “performance”.
Treading the lines of realism and
surrealism at the same time, LIVE is
part of the second edition of IG-
NITE! Festival of Contemporary
Dance, andwill premierin the Capi-
talon November 2. Later, LIVE will
also travel to Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Berl@n, Dusseldorf, Dhaka
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and Colombo,

On a nippy Wednesday
evening, as the six performers —
three Indian and three German —
rehearsed for the play, they tried
to push the 75-minute-long per-
formance towards one feeling —
to‘live’. “This is a theatre which

depends onlife,” says one of them,
as another slouches and breathes
incessantly. The process of inhal-
ing and exhaling, in fact, is the core
of the piece.

“Breathing is the most direct
contact that the artistes establish
with the audience. It’s a problem
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Navtej Johaf (left) with Ben J Riepe
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moment,” says Johar. Riepe chips
in, “From the Western side, every-
thingis shown and done already.
There’s nothingleft to explore.
Whenwe met, we started to talk
about it.IcametoIndia eachyear
and got to knowabout Indian cul-
ture and art.” The performance
wasworked upon for sixweeksin
Germany and sixweeksin India.

LIVEwill be performed at Sri

: Ram Centre on November 2 at 8.30

pm. Fortickets, logonto
www.bookmyshow.com
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